Date

Member of parliament’s name

Member of parliament’s  address

Dear Member of parliament’s name
I am writing to you as a concerned student of Fine Arts/Ceramics at  _________________________________ TAFE.
We have been informed that as of 2013 our Fine Arts and Ceramics courses will no longer receive government funding. I have invested $__________ so far towards my qualification. I will not be able to afford to continue to achieve my qualification with the projected cost to complete.

I also want to register my dismay at the general reduction and cost cutting in public education generally.

As I am re-skilling to be employed as a studio ceramics artist and community arts worker this will have a severe impact on my prospects to be a self employed productive member of the Australian workforce.
Many of my peers who have graduated recently now work in the creative arts sector in a number of areas. These include, artist-in-residence programmes (local, national and international), local government, public art, architectural installation, interior design, gallery management, object design and landscape design. Many other graduates work as part-time teachers and technicians in schools, universities and community colleges to supplement their income.

I am writing to you seeking your support to ensure that Fine Arts, Visual Arts and Ceramics are reinstated as government funded courses in TAFE. Arts Education increases the productivity of society on a variety of levels. Our cultural industries add significantly to GDP through a myriad of interconnected pathways. They are an essential ingredient for a productive, affluent and healthy society.

To support my request I would like to quote from the Commonwealth Government’s own website www.culturaldata.gov.au the following statistics:

1. As many as 3.5 MILLION Australians WORK in the cultural and leisure sector.

2. 85% of Australians attend at least one cultural venue or event in a year.

3. Australia exported over $534 MILLION in cultural goods in the last financial year. (2006 – 2007)

4. There were 77,900 registered businesses in the cultural sector across Australia. (June 2006) 

5.  Libraries, museums and the Arts generated $4 348 MILLION. (2005 – 2006)

6. Australian production of cultural goods and services was valued at $48.6 BILLION in 2001 - 2002.

7. 473,552 Australians were employed in cultural activities as their main job in 2006.

8. 284,793 Australians had a cultural occupation as their main job in 2006 (that is 3.1% of employed people).

This statistical snapshot was compiled by the Statistics Working Group of Australia’s Cultural Ministers Council and the National Centre for Culture and Recreation Activities.

I urge you to support fully funded qualifications in Fine Arts, Visual Arts and Ceramics.

Yours sincerely

Your signature

Your name

Your address

